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SUNDAY SERVICES
10.00am – MORNING WORSHIP
For morning service with HOLY COMMUNION
Please see Church Diary printed inside this Newsletter
Requests for BAPTISMS and WEDDINGS should be
made to the Minister

The calling of

MIDHURST METHODIST CHURCH
is to
love God
and to
love our neighbours
*****
We are committed to:
Spreading the good news of Jesus Christ
As expressed in God’s word from the Bible
The worship of God at the centre of our lives
Demonstrating God’s love for everyone
Helping people grow in the Christian faith
Challenging injustices
Blessing the local community

from our minister…
Many people have said that they want 2021 to be better than 2020!
It seems to me we say that sort of thing quite often around this time
of year. There is an understandable degree of fatalism about that
outlook. We can know nothing about what’s coming in the next 12
months. This time last year we had only just heard about a new
coronavirus in China. Many were fearful, many were playing it down
or were dismissive and only a few were already advising extreme
caution. Nobody knew that we would be under radical restrictions
now.
A degree of fatalism is understandable but it implies that there is
nothing we can do about anything; we simply have to take whatever
hand we’re dealt.
The Christian view would want to add something to that.
The first and main thing we can do is to pray.
Pray for those who are faced with great, known challenges now and
those who will be faced with unknown challenges in the coming year.
Pray for the strength and courage to face those challenges.
The second thing we can do is decide to live in the strength which God
provides as we face whatever might come this year. That (partly)
means getting life in perspective with our challenges and the God in
whom we trust.
Our verse for this year is not only a response to last year; it is also a
resolution for the coming year; a decision about an outlook:
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. “
(Psalm 46:1)
That not only puts life in perspective, it puts us in perspective also: it
is not all down to us: God is our refuge and strength.
Our response to that can be a renewed confidence to face whatever
does come our way knowing that this is not all there is, that God is on
His throne, that His Kingdom is at hand.

A New Year Resolution that I saw summed up all aspects of life and
the problems that we face as individuals, as communities and as a
planet:
“Live Simpler, Humbler, Bolder”.
David

Church closes again
as lockdown resumes
Our area of West Sussex was decreed to be in Tier 4 after the special
Christmas measures expired on Boxing Day. It quickly became
apparent that some of our preachers were either shielding or
reluctant to travel distances and spread themselves around. Your
Leadership team decided, after much soul-searching and for the sake
of worshippers and preachers alike, that the Church would close to
regular worship after the Covenant Service on 3rd January and resume
worship via Zoom.
On 4th January news of an even more infectious variant of the virus
caused the decision-makers in Government to impose yet another
nationwide lockdown. The regulations this time, even in lockdown,
permit Churches to hold services (as long as the numbers attending
are within the safety limits regarding distances, ventilation etc) but
the basic message from Government was that we should ‘stay at
home’ as much as possible.
Most churches in the Circuit have taken a similar decision to Midhurst.
Even many of the most capacious churches in the country have moved
to online broadcasting.
The Leadership Team regrets that we have had to take the step of
closing for worship and resuming online services, but we feel it is
better for all in these difficult circumstances.
AG, Senior Steward

Easter 2021
at Midhurst Methodist Church
COVID restrictions permitting:
from 17th February - Lent Course - details TBA
Sunday 28th March at 10am - Palm Sunday service
Mon 29th to Weds 31st March – Holy Week Meditations – details TBA
Thursday 1st April at 6:30pm - Agape Communion around the table
with Rev David Muskett
Friday 2nd April at 9:30am – Good Friday service with Rev David
Muskett followed by the Walk of Witness at 10:20am
Saturday 3rd April at 9:30am – decorate the Church - details TBA
Sunday 4th April at 10am – Easter Day Communion with Rev David
Coote
Thursday 13th May at 6:30pm – Ascension Day communion in the
garden

Annual General Meeting 7th March 2021
Our AGM will convene at 11.30am, after morning Worship, on Sunday
7th March. Everyone is invited, and all Church Members are eligible to
vote. The meeting will be in the Church if COVID regulations permit,
or via Zoom if they do not.
Please give contributions for the Annual Report to Claire by Sunday
21st February.

ALL WE CAN

Matthew Forsyth was due to speak at our Harvest Supper in October
2020 but due to Covid 19 this was cancelled. However he has been in
contact with the leader of the Adheno project and has sent us the
following update:
“Over the past 18 months you have journeyed with families from the
village of Cherkos which is in a beautiful and remote, but climateaffected, region of central Ethiopia. You have stood with them through
thick and thin as they learned to use climate-adapted potatoes to help
feed their families. Your steadfast commitment has helped bring hope
during these uncertain times.
Belyu and her children are just one of the many families who have
been growing potatoes over the past year. In her childhood Belyu
remembers two rainy seasons per year – enough to grow food for all
to eat. Just 30 years later, there is now only one rainy season. The land
is often too wet or too dry; the right growing conditions are hard to
come by. Belyu’s land is very small and in the dry and rocky soil of the
central Ethiopian highlands where she lives having the potatoes, a
reliable crop which can plug the hunger gap, has been a lifeline. There
is no doubt that without this intervention many families would have
been left hungry. Potatoes have been a life saver to this community.
The challenges in the climate have continued. However your ongoing
support will ensure that ADHENO will be able offer adapted support.
The leader of ADEHNO shares this “By standing alongside our friends
like you, we can adapt, and face a better future. We plan on
introducing animal husbandry – like dairy farming and bee keeping to communities in Cherkos, so that there are opportunities for
families, like those you have walked alongside over the eighteen
months, to earn an income despite climate change.” This information
is exciting because it shows how the partnership approach that All We

Can employs ensures that partners are able to adapt so that ‘every
person’s potential’ is fulfilled in their community.
I am pleased to say that bee keeping has been rolled out across a
number of families along with livestock. Training has taken place for
families to understand how best to keep, look after and profit from
these new ways of generating income. This income will help families
afford education, equipment and food for their children. We hope to
increase this further as people give some of these as gifts from our
‘Extraordinary Gifts Catalogue’ this Christmastime.
Cherkos, like the rest of the world, has the threat of Covid-19.
Thankfully no reported cases have occurred to date and the work of
our partner ADEHNO has been instrumental in this. We have been
able to provide increased washing facilities along with lessons in
hygiene and hand sanitation. These crucial lessons and practices will
help increase the safety of the community of Cherkos in the months
to come. The hope, of course, is that a vaccine will be available to
them in the next year but much of this remains an unknown.
Thank you for all your incredible support. Now more than ever it is so
vital. It truly is making an immense impact. Thank you and I hope to
be able to visit in 2021 to share more about the progress of ADEHNO
in the community of Cherkos Ethiopia.
Blessings and stay safe
Matt Forsyth”
We hope to be able to have Gift envelopes available on Easter Sunday
for this All We Can project.
JP
(Belyu and her children)

On the 17th December 14 ‘Christmas Hampers’ were delivered to a
number of members and friends of the Church by the Pastoral Visitors.
Some of you may have seen a few of the many thank you letters and
cards received, which we displayed in Church over Christmas.
However, while we cannot print all of them here we thought this one,
sent by Olive, expressed the overall reaction.
Ed
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“What a Friend we have in Jesus” who taught us to love and care
for one another.
I write the following to my friends at the Midhurst Methodist
Church who cared, and put together with love, the surprise bag
containing such a lovely variety of goodies, plant and card and
then delivered it to the door with a smile!
I felt like a little girl again opening my Christmas Stocking!
Thank you all and also for the many individual cards received.
May God Bless You and may we soon be altogether again.
Wishing you all a safe and healthy New Year,
Love, Olive.

We send our sympathy…

In these times when we are troubled by
what is happening around us, we are
sorry to have to tell you of these friends
of our church who have died in the past
few weeks:

Our sincere condolences go to Claire, Tim, Hazel and William and their
extended families, following the death of Tim’s mother and Claire’s
father, both in St Richard’s Hospital. Betty worshipped with us often
until her recent accident; Brian had suffered from a long and
debilitating illness.

Our sympathies go to the daughters of Ken Jacques and the
worshippers at South Harting Congregational Church after his death
following extended treatment for cancer. Ken preached in our Church
on many occasions. He will be sorely missed by the whole Christian
family in West Sussex.

Vic Mitchell was a Member of Midhurst Methodist Church until about
15 years ago and was very involved, with his family, in the life of the
Church. We send our condolences to his daughters, Caroline and
Debbie, and their families.

Prayer Focus
For this period I have tried a new approach. I have listed dates from
the Christian calendar, for which we should pray then I have listed a
series of items which I think need our prayers.
17th February - Ash Wednesday, the start of Lent. Now would be the
time to sort out study material for Lent to help us understand the
passion of Christ and what it means to us as individuals more clearly.
14th March - Mothering Sunday. We pray for ‘Mother Church’ and give
thanks for all Mothers and all they have done and continue to do. Pray
also for reconciliation of relationships that are unhappy.
28th March - Palm Sunday. This celebrates Christ entering Jerusalem
and the start of Holy Week
Following is a list of topics we need to pray about:
Pray for all those who are working with the sick in whatever capacity.
We think especially of those who are working with COVID patients.
Pray that they may be given strength of mind and body to continue in
their very exacting work. Pray for the families of those patients and
staff who have died; may they find comfort and strength to continue
in their daily living.
Pray for all who have lost their livelihoods, that the economic situation
may improve, giving them the opportunity to regain a sense of worth
and become self-sufficient again.
Pray for all teachers and pupils, that they may overcome the
interruptions to their studies and that their futures may be bright and
secure.
We think of those with learning difficulties for whom these times must
be very confusing and pray that they are kept safe and secure from
infection.

Pray for the lonely and the old for whom these times can be very
frightening. Perhaps we could help by contacting them to enquire
about their well-being.
Give thanks for the scientists and all those who helped develop (and
continue to work with) the vaccines used in the fight against the virus.
Pray that the vaccines be distributed fairly throughout the world so
that all may benefit.
Pray for the new president of the United States, that his
administration will help the world become a safer place for all. We
think of climate control and pollution of the oceans, land and air. Pray
that all discrimination should end, and reconciliation between peoples
grow.
Pray for all who have suffered as a result of the recent floods, that
they may soon find dry, safe and secure accommodation.
Finally we pray for ourselves and those we know, that in these difficult
times we can find peace and comfort in the knowledge and love of
Jesus.
DS

I want to ask God why he allows poverty,
famine and injustice when he could do
something about it. But I’m afraid he might
ask me the same question!

What would JESUS do
Whenever there’s a problem
And I don’t know what to do
I stop right there
And ask myself
What would JESUS do
Whenever I am feeling low
And just a little blue
I stop right there
And ask myself
What would JESUS do
Whenever my mind goes wandering
To where it shouldn’t do
I stop right there
And ask myself
What would JESUS do
Whenever someone’s unkind to me
It gets me in a stew
I stop right there
And ask myself
What would JESUS do
Whenever days go by
And I don’t know what to do
I stop right there
And ask myself
What would JESUS do
John Winterbourne

Treasurer retires 31st August 2021 –
could this be your opportunity?
For many years we have benefitted greatly from Rodney’s tireless
service in his rôle as Treasurer. His methodical approach and clearthinking have kept the accounts in order and he has made sure we
were clearly informed as to our position through the inevitable ups
and downs of our financial journey.
Rodney has now decided to retire as Treasurer at the end of the
Methodist year.
So, we are looking for one (or several) people who might feel a calling
to take on this mantle.
Every treasurer has a different approach to the position and we are
not expecting to find a ‘new Rodney’. A background in accountancy
or finance is not required – just an ability to think and communicate.
Ideally there would a period of working beside the out-going treasurer
before he leaves office.
Are you looking for a new way to serve your Church? Might this be the
opening you were waiting for? Please have a word with our minister,
a steward or Rodney, if you’d like more information.
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞
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At the same time, we are looking for someone to
take over from Jean F the administration of the
Gift Aid scheme. This is separate from the
Treasurer rôle and an important part of keeping
private the donations you make to the Church
and our charities. It can be done from the
comfort of your own living room!

On 11th December 2020 the Chairman of Midhurst Town Council,
Carole Lintott, presented a certificate of thanks and a box of
Christmas treats to our Mischief Makers leaders, Barbara and
Gayle, and volunteers.

Website Report for 2020
This is our fourth year of having a website
dedicated to the church. It records a small
amount of information at the end of each day
whenever someone looks at a page ie the
country of origin, the pages viewed and the search engine used to find
the site - but no personal information about the viewer.
So, by looking at these numbers we can tell that we had a record
number of viewers on the website midhurstmethodist.com for 2020
with 579 views but they each looked at slightly fewer number of pages
on average than last year. March was the most popular month
followed by January. We had views from 18 different counties (up four
from our best year, 2018) spread over six continents. If we want the
full set, we must try harder to get someone in Antarctica to click on
the website next year! The countries we did get clicks from were the
UK, China, USA, India, France, Australia, Ireland, Canada, Hong Kong,
Brazil, Singapore, Belgium, New Zealand, Nigeria, Italy, Spain,
Denmark, and South Africa.
TW

A Message from Mr Motivator:

Every autumn the trees lose their leaves but they
still stand tall because they know the spring is
coming when they will flower again

Midhurst Foodbank update
December January 2020/21
December was a very busy month for the Foodbank - with donations
coming in and going out at a huge rate!
On Wednesday 9th December over 150 lunch boxes for schoolchildren
in receipt of free school meals were delivered to their homes all across
our area. This was a massive task and 60 volunteers took part. The day
was dry and we had the support of our MP, Gillian Keegan, who helped
load the boxes into volunteers’ own transport.
Everything went without a hitch and all boxes were loaded and on
their way by 11am.
Our warehouse has been full to bursting with donations of every kind.
These came from our usual collecting baskets around the area but also
from schools, private homes, churches, businesses and other caring
groups of people - I cannot name them all in case I leave someone out
but we did have 30 Christmas Puddings donated to us from The Spread
Eagle Hotel, beautifully wrapped and with the fascinating story of how
the puddings were normally given to everyone staying at the hotel on
Christmas Eve , which sadly could not happen this year.
Needless to say, those who received these wonderful gifts of money
and food donations and we, as volunteers, were very moved by the
overwhelming generosity of people in the Midhurst area which was
both inspiring and heart-warming.
Now we are in January, the flow of donations has steadied but do look
out for the collecting basket in our new Sainsbury’s store.
Those who need our help are still ringing us and we never turn anyone
away. Sadly, as the pandemic continues, we are receiving calls for help
from people who have never needed our services before.
A huge thank you to everyone who has supported the Midhurst
Foodbank in whatever way - it is much appreciated and I’m sure you
will be pleased to know that the donations we have collected in our

box at Midhurst Methodist Church over the last 4 months amounted
to the equivalent value of £114.04 which is quite an achievement!
Wishing a Happy and Healthy New Year to all.
Sian Mitchell,
Foodbank Volunteer.

Metis Homes have submitted a Planning Application for 75 new
dwellings at the WSCC depot, Bepton Road and the old Brickworks
site. On 22nd Dec we submitted a response to this, detailing our
concerns that this development would be detrimental to the stability
of the existing ecosystem within the contiguous area of quiet natural
beauty and the habitat particular to the Common in this area. Our full
response can be viewed in the Chichester District Council Planning
Application website
On 19th Nov, Kate from SDNPA was thrilled to spot 2 Stonechats and a
Dartford Warbler on the heathland.
Heathland – on 1st Dec we were fortunate to have some input from
the South Downs National Park Ranger Kate for heather management.
She used a RoboFlail – a remote-controlled flail mower – to cut back
an area of heather in the middle of the heath area with meandering
paths from that central area. These maximise the ‘edge’ habitat
between mature heather and new fresh growth. This is particularly
favourable to basking lizards and provides areas for ground-nesting
birds which remain fairly secluded, especially from the many dogs
which are walked nearby. See photo.
COVID-19 - Govt. restrictions are again significantly curtailing our
volunteer activities on heathland management. We managed a couple
of bonfires to clear the silver birch and conifers removed earlier in the
year. We will be out again, when permitted, with our ever-enthusiastic
leaders Jean Hicks and Wendy Pegler.
Heathlands Reunited Sculpture Trail - we now have visited all seven
sculptures. See photo of Sian and Bertie with the Wiggenholt Cricket.
Thanks go to the Cowdray Estate who on two recent occasions have
responded quickly to a request to remove large bits of potentially
hazardous rubbish. Also to members of the public who continue to
collect litter as they walk around the Common, despite the few who
persist in creating it.

Visit our website for more information on The Friends of Midhurst
Common: www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk
Email:
friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk
Andrew Mitchell - Chairman

Latest Information from Sanctuary in Chichester

The SiC website currently has information about recent events and
ongoing projects for asylum-seekers and unaccompanied child
refugees in the Chichester area:
- SiC volunteers feature, with other local community workers, in the
Nativity installation at Chichester Cathedral
sanctuaryinchichester.org/2020/12/22/sanctuary-in-chi-members-instunning-cathedral-nativity-artwork/
- a recent Young Artist Partnership project with asylum-seeking
youngsters – their works are on the website and they are for sale
sanctuaryinchichester.org/2020/12/22/article-12-arts-collaborationexhibition-with-yap/
- a heartfelt message from Roger Pask, recently-retired chairman of
SiC, regarding Government’ policy on asylum-seekers and
incompetence and negligence in their dealings with refugees.
There are fewer refugees than 10 years ago; the proportion in UK is a
small fraction of that in European countries; it suits governments to
exaggerate the problem to divert our attention from other problems
and there are plenty of other problems at present.
Refugees are not illegal until they neglect to claim asylum ie just
coming ashore on the Kent coast in a tiny dingy is not illegal – it’s what
you don’t do afterwards that makes it illegal. Dealings with the Home
Office are expensive and ridiculously long-winded and this causes real
hardship to those trying to get refugee status, both before and after
any successful outcome.
sanctuaryinchichester.org/2020/11/20/fewer-asylum-seekers-than10-years-ago/

- one SiC client, after fleeing Afghanistan as a 13-year-old and after 10
years of trying, was granted asylum early in 2020 and therefore is
finally allowed to work, but has still had to wait more than 8 months
for the work permit to be issued.
sanctuaryinchichester.org/2020/11/20/congratulations-romalfamily/
- COVID 19 - volunteers are working to ensure the refugees and asylum
seekers don’t become more isolated now that visits and drop-ins have
had to stop. They are providing, via video calls, school-work support
for children, English lessons for anyone who needs them, social chats
and mental health support. The children are having weekly group
video calls, when they share with each other what they’ve been up to
and things they’ve seen, made or written. Tablets have been provided
for the families who didn’t have any kind of computer.

SiC contacts:
email:sanctuaryinchichester@gmail.com
website: https://sanctuaryinchichester.org
Donations:
please make Cheques payable to “Sanctuary in Chichester”
and send to:
Sanctuary in Chichester, PO Box 794, CHICHESTER, PO19 9UL

Books and Jigsaws
During the lockdown some folks are getting low on books and jigsaws.
At church we have a stock of paperbacks which are mostly crime and
thrillers. If you would like to borrow half a dozen they can be delivered
to your door. We also have jigsaws which can be loaned.
Interested? Just phone Angela on 01730 810645
After delivery, to comply with Covid regulations, they should be wiped
over with antiseptic wipes or left somewhere for three days before
unwrapping.
AC

True Promises
God has not promised
Skies always blue,
Flower-strewn pathways
All our life through;
God has not promised
Sun without rain,
Joy without sorrow,
Peace without pain.

But God has promised
Strength for the day,
Rest for the labour,
Light for the way;
Grace for the trial,
Help from above,
Unfailing sympathy
Undying love
Anon

Another year begins, and once again we are
asking if you would be willing to donate
towards the cost of the Newsletter. Each
copy costs a little over £1 to produce.
If you are willing and able to do so, please pay by a BACS transfer
quoting ‘Newsletter’ in the reference field. The Midhurst Methodist
Church account details are: sort code 40-52-40, account no 00023773.
For those who prefer not to pay via BACS you can post a cheque to the
Church or pay with cash or a cheque when we meet again in Church.
If you wish to Gift Aid your donation please complete the form in this
newsletter and post it to the Church. The address is on the back cover
of the newsletter. The treasurer will then match your donation to your
form.
If you prefer to wait until we meet again, please complete the Gift Aid
form when you donate.

!
A poem by Spike Milligan
Smiling is infectious, you catch it like the flu,
When someone smiled at me today I started smiling too.
I passed around the corner and someone saw my grin.
When he smiled I realised I'd passed it on to him.
I thought about that smile, then I realised its worth.
A single smile just like mine could travel round the earth.
So if you feel a smile begin don't leave it undetected.
Let's start an epidemic quick and get the world infected.

Flowers in the Bible
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Fundraising News
Your regular update on our charitable fundraising efforts
As we are now back in lockdown, although not to the same extent as
before, any hope that we could resume our fundraising efforts has
receded once again.
Thank you or your generous support of the various special collections
which we held during the autumn, in aid of our favourite charities.
At Christmas you again showed your generosity towards the charities
we support at this time of year, with Action for Children getting £148
(the Christmas Day collection and the post box), Sanctuary in
Chichester £338 (Gift Service Christmas Tree collection) and
Stonepillow £196 (retiring collection in lieu of the cancelled carol
service). All these sums exceeded the estimates; thank you for
supporting these charities so wholeheartedly.
Sian and Angela, with helpers, have been running a bric-a-brac sale in
the carpark on Saturday mornings, when the weather allows. They got
a good response from the passing public, especially when the brocante
sale was on in the Market Square. Just before Christmas they decided
to have a break until conditions improve, which was the right decision
as the weather since has been difficult, both cold and wet. So far, they
have raised £146 for Church funds.
There is no end date in sight for the latest lockdown and when it
happens, I guess we’ll be back into tiers again. This does not mean we
can resume our usual fundraising events. The Fundraising Team is
hoping that circumstances and vaccinations will allow us to hold a
Spring Fair towards the end of May, but who knows?
Hopefully, the envelope collection for our All We Can ‘Superspud’
Partner Project will be at Easter as usual.
Thank you for your ongoing support.
AG

Diary Dates
All dates are subject to Covid19 regulations
February
Sun 7th
Sun 14th
Weds 17th 27th Mar
Sun 21st
Sun 21st

10.00am
10.00am
TBA

Morning Service
Morning Service
Lent Course

Rev D Muskett
Mr D Arnott
Rev D Muskett

10.00am

Morning Service

Mr G Paffett

Annual Report Deadline

7.30pm
10.00am

Stewards
Mtg
Morning Service

Mon 1st
Sun 7th

7.30pm
10.00am

Circuit Mtg
Holy Communion

Sun 7th
Sun 14th
Sun 21st

11.30am
10.00am
10.00am

Annual General Mtg
Morning Service
Morning Service

Thur 25th
Sun 28th

Mrs C Stemp

Mrs A Griffiths
Mrs A Rice

March

Sun 21st
Sun 28th
Mon 29th Weds 31st

Porchester MC
Rev D Muskett
Church or
Zoom
TBA
TBA

copy date for April/May Newsletter
10.00am
TBA

Palm Sunday
TBA
Holy Week Meditations Rev D Muskett

April
Thurs 1st
Fri 2nd

6.30pm
9.30am
10.20am

Agape Communion
Good Friday
Walk of Witness

Rev D Muskett
Rev D Muskett

Midhurst Methodist Church
North Street
Midhurst
GU29 9DU
01730 816206
www.midhurstmethodist.com

www.facebook.com/midhurstmethodist

MINISTER:

Rev David Muskett
Tel: 01730 233436
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Ministers day off – Friday
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Hall Bookings:

Angela Clarke

